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DETAILED ACTION 

Amendment received on 1 1/05/2008 has been acknowledged. Claims 1 , 3 and 4 
have been amended. Claim 2 has been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-18 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nagano (5,288,278), in view of Dupoyet (4,265,134). 

As per claim 1, Nagano teaches an articulated chain (3) for drive transmission in 
bicycles, comprising: 

a plurality of external links (12) each of which exhibits at least a first external 
plate (12a -top-) having a first end an a second end, and a second external plate (12a- 
bottom-), parallel to the first external plate and having a first end and a second end (5b) 
(see Fig. 4); 

a plurality of rotation pivots (chain pins 14; which is construed to be rotation 
pivot) interpositioned between the first external plate (12a-top) and the second external 
plate (12a-bottom-) of each external link (12) in positions at the first ends and the 
second ends of the respective first external plate and the second external plate (col .2, 
lines 43-45, see Fig. 4); 
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a plurality of internal links (12), each of which internal links exhibits at least a first 
internal plate (12b-top-) having a first end and a second end and a second internal plate 
(12b-bottom), parallel to the first internal plate and having a first end and a second end 
(see Fig. 4); 

a plurality of bushes (rollers 15; which are construed to be bushes) 
interpositioned between the first internal plate (12b-top-) and the second internal plate 
(12b-bottom) of each internal link (12) at the first ends and the second ends thereof (see 
Fig. 4), each of the rotation pivots (14) being inserted coaxially into a bush (15) of the 
plurality of bushes (1 5), for defining an alternating succession of the external links (1 2) 
and the internal links (12) which are rotatably and consecutively connected about 
respective main rotation axes (col.2, Iine46, see Fig. 4); 

each of the plurality of bushes (15) defining, with a respective pivot (14), a 
spherical coupling surface for allowing a rotation between an internal link (12b) and an 
adjacent external link (12a), about a perpendicular axis to the main rotation axis (see 
Fig. 9), wherein it comprises anti-rotation elements (17) which reduce a possibility of 
rotation with respect to an alignment direction of each pair of links being an internal link 
and an external link (col.2, lines 63-68; see Fig. 3 and 4). 

However, Nagano doesn't explicitly disclose the anti-rotation elements 
comprising spacers interpositioned between the external plates of each external link 
and the internal plates of each internal link at the respective ends thereof, the spacers 
reducing a possibility of torsional rotation between each pair of external links and 
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internal links about a longitudinal alignment axis of the pair which is perpendicular to a 
corresponding main rotation axis thereof. 

Dupoyet teaches a transmission chain having the concept of the anti-rotation 
elements comprising spacers (5) interpositioned between the external plates of each 
external link (9) and the internal plates of each internal link (1) at the respective ends 
thereof (See Fig. 1 and 13), 

the spacers reducing a possibility of torsional rotation between each pair of 
external links and internal links about a longitudinal alignment axis of the pair which is 
perpendicular to a corresponding main rotation axis thereof (See Fig. 13, since the 
spacers are located in between the internal and external links, it is construed that they 
inherently reduce the torsional rotation in between due to the spacers sticking out of the 
plates). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 3, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 2, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers 
comprising, for each main rotation axis, a first pair of the spacers interpositioned 
between the first external plate and the first internal plate, and a second pair of the 
spacers interpositioned between the second external plate and the second internal 
plate, and wherein each of the first pair and the second pair of spacers is formed by two 
spacers arranged in proximity of edges of the respective first and second external plate 
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and the first and second internal plate, in positions which are symmetrically opposite 
with respect to the longitudinal axis of the link. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers comprising, for each main rotation axis, 

a first pair of the spacers (5) interpositioned between the first external plate (9) 
and the first internal plate (1), 

and a second pair of the spacers (5) interpositioned between the second external 
plate (9) and the second internal plate (2), 

and wherein each of the first pair and the second pair of spacers is formed by 
two spacers arranged in proximity of edges of the respective first and second external 
plate and the first and second internal plate, in positions which are symmetrically 
opposite with respect to the longitudinal axis of the link (col.4, lines 35-38, see Fig. 13; 
since the spacers are offset to the common plane, it is construed that that they are 
arranged in proximity of edges of plates). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 4, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 2, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers 
comprising, for each main rotation axis, a first spacer interpositioned between the first 
external plate and the first internal plate and a second spacer interpositioned between 
the second external plate and the second internal plate and wherein the first spacer and 
the second spacer are arranged in proximity of edges of the respective external plate 
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and the internal plate and are aligned along a straight line which is parallel to the 

corresponding main rotation axis. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers comprising, for each main rotation axis, 

a first spacer (5) interpositioned between the first external plate (9) and the first 

internal plate (1) 

and a second spacer (5) interpositioned between the second external plate (9) 
and the second internal plate (1 ) 

and wherein the first spacer and the second spacer are arranged in proximity of 
edges of the respective external plate and the internal plate and are aligned along a 
straight line which is parallel to the corresponding main rotation axis (col.4, lines 35-38, 
see Fig. 13; since the spacers are offset to the common plane, it is construed that that 
they are arranged in proximity of edges of plates). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 5, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 3, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers exhibiting 
a convex conformation having a spherical profile. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) exhibit a convex conformation having a 
spherical profile (col.4, lines 28-30; see Fig. 6). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 6, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 3, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
solidly constrained to the external plates of each external link. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are solidly constrained to the external plates (9) 
of each external link (See Fig. 13). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 7, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 3, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
solidly constrained to the internal plates of each internal link. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are solidly constrained to the internal plates (1 , 
2) of each internal link (See Fig. 13). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 8, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 6, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
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defined by a convex swell obtained by plastic deformation of an edge zone of a 
corresponding external plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are defined by a convex swell obtained by 
plastic deformation of an edge zone of a corresponding external plate (See Fig. 13; 
since it is inherent that the deformation cannot be reversed due to the internal structure 
of the chain, it is construed that convex swell of the spacers are obtained by plastic 
deformation of edge of external plate). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 9, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 6, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
defined by a shaped element connected to an edge zone of a corresponding external 
plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5a) are defined by a shaped element connected to 
an edge zone of a corresponding external plate (1b) (see Fig. 15). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 10, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 7, but doesn't explicitly disclose each of the spacers 
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being defined by a convex swelling obtained by plastic deformation of an edge zone of a 
corresponding internal plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are defined by a convex swelling obtained by 
plastic deformation of an edge zone of a corresponding internal plate (See Fig. 13; 
since it is inherent that the deformation cannot be reversed due to the internal structure 
of the chain, it is construed that convex swell of the spacers are obtained by plastic 
deformation of edge of internal plate). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 11, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 8, but doesn't explicitly disclose each of the spacers 
being defined by a shaped element connected to an edge zone of a corresponding 
internal plate. 

Dupoyet teaches each of the spacers (5a) is defined by a shaped element 
connected to an edge zone of a corresponding internal plate (1a, 2a). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 12, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 4, but doesn't explicitly disclose each of the spacers 
exhibiting a convex conformation having a spherical profile. 
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Dupoyet teaches each of the spacers (5) exhibit a convex conformation having a 
spherical profile (col.4, lines 28-30; see Fig. 6). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 13, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 4, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
solidly connected to the external plates of each external link. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are solidly connected to the external plates (9) 
of each external link (See Fig. 13). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 14, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 4, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
solidly connected to the internal plates of each internal link. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are solidly constrained to the internal plates (1 , 
2) of each internal link (See Fig. 13). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 
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As per claim 15, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 13, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
defined by a convex swelling obtained by plastic deformation of an edge zone of a 
corresponding external plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are defined by a convex swelling obtained by 
plastic deformation of an edge zone of a corresponding external plate (See Fig. 13; 
since it is inherent that the deformation cannot be reversed due to the internal structure 
of the chain, it is construed that convex swell of the spacers are obtained by plastic 
deformation of edge of external plate). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 16, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 13, but doesn't explicitly disclose the spacers being 
defined by a shaped element connected to an edge zone of a corresponding external 
plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5a) are defined by a shaped element connected to 
an edge zone of a corresponding external plate (1b) (see Fig. 15). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 
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As per claim 17, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 14, but doesn't explicitly disclose each of the spacers 
being defined by a convex swelling obtained by plastic deformation of an edge zone of a 
corresponding internal plate. 

Dupoyet teaches the spacers (5) are defined by a convex swelling obtained by 
plastic deformation of an edge zone of a corresponding internal plate (See Fig. 13; 
since it is inherent that the deformation cannot be reversed due to the internal structure 
of the chain, it is construed that convex swell of the spacers are obtained by plastic 
deformation of edge of internal plate). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 

As per claim 18, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 14, but doesn't explicitly disclose each of the spacers 
being defined by a shaped element connected to an edge zone of a corresponding 
internal plate. 

Dupoyet teaches each of the spacers (5a) are defined by a shaped element 
connected to an edge zone of a corresponding internal plate (1a, 2a). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the spacers taught by 
Dupoyet in order to provide a better configuration. 
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As per claim 30, Nagano teaches all the structural elements of the claimed 
invention, as mentioned in claim 1 , but doesn't explicitly disclose the first internal plate 
and the second internal plate exhibiting, in an intermediate portion thereof, a bevelling 
which narrows a section thereof in proximity of the edge thereof. 

Dupoyet teaches the first internal plate (1) and the second internal plate (2) 
exhibit, in an intermediate portion thereof, a bevelling which narrows a section thereof in 
proximity of the edge thereof (See Fig. 1 and 2). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the chain of Nagano to include the bevelling taught by 
Dupoyet in order to improve chain engagement with the plates. 
3. Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagano (5,288,278), in view of Dupoyet (4,265,134), as applied to claim 1, further in 
view of Wang (5,322,483). 

As per claim 19, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 1, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose the anti-rotation elements comprising swellings which are solidly connected to 
the external plates of each external link and are arranged centrally thereon, the 
swellings projecting internally of a chamber defined between the external plates and 
being of a dimension which reduces a breadth of the chamber at central portions of the 
external plates to a breadth of a like chamber comprised between the internal plates. 
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Wang teaches a renovated bicycle chain having the concept of the anti-rotation 
elements comprising swellings (22) which are solidly connected to the external plates of 
each external link (2) and are arranged centrally thereon (see Fig. 3), 

the swellings projecting internally of a chamber (23) defined between the external 
plates (2) (see Fig. 3) 

and being of a dimension which reduces a breadth of the chamber (23) at central 
portions of the external plates (2) to a breadth of a like chamber comprised between the 
internal plates (see Fig. 3-4; col.1 line 65 -col. 2 line 2; col. 2, linesl 8-21 ). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the swellings taught by Wang in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 20, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 19, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose the swellings exhibiting a convex conformation, having a spherical profile. 

Wang teaches swellings (22) exhibit a convex conformation, having a spherical 
profile (see Fig. 3). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the swellings taught by Wang in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 21, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 19, but doesn't explicitly 
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disclose the swellings being obtained by plastic deformation of central portions of the 
external plates. 

Wang teaches the swellings (22) are obtained by plastic deformation of central 
portions of the external plates (2) (col.1, lines 65-68; since it is inherent that the 
deformation cannot be reversed due to the internal structure of the chain, it is construed 
that swellings are obtained by plastic deformation of central portions of external plate). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the swellings taught by Wang in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 22, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 19, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose the swellings being obtained by recessing and projecting plastic deformation of 
central portions of the external plates. 

Wang teaches the swellings (22) are obtained by recessing and projecting plastic 
deformation of central portions of the external plates (col. 2, lines 5-9, 18-21; since the 
described process leads to forming a circle of external plates, it is construed that 
swellings are obtained by recessing and projecting). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the swellings taught by Wang in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 

As per claim 23, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 19, but doesn't explicitly 
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disclose the swellings being defined by shaped elements connected to central portions 
of the external plates. 

Wang teaches the swellings (22) are defined by shaped elements connected to 
central portions of the external plates (see Fig. 3 and 5). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the swellings taught by Wang in order to limit the unwanted rotation of parts. 
4. Claims 24-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nagano (5,288,278), in view of Dupoyet (4,265,134), as applied to claim 1 , further 
in view of Pierce (1,945,357). 

As per claim 24, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 1, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose each rotation pivot exhibiting a barrel shape having a spherical profile and the 
respective bush exhibiting a seating having a straight profile. 

Pierce teaches a chain having each rotation pivot (E4) exhibiting a barrel shape 
having a spherical profile (pagel , lines 73-73, see Fig. 6) and the respective bush (E2) 
exhibiting a seating having a straight profile (page 1, lines 68-70, see Fig. 6). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the barrel and bush structure taught by Pierce in order to provide structural integrity. 

As per claim 25, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 1, but doesn't explicitly 
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disclose each bush exhibiting a seating having a spherical projecting profile and the 
respective rotation pivot exhibiting a straight cylindrical shape having a straight profile. 

Pierce teaches each bush (E3) exhibiting a seating having a spherical projecting 
profile (page 1, lines 69-72; see Fig. 7) and the respective rotation pivot (E4) exhibiting 
a straight cylindrical shape having a straight profile (see Fig. 7). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the barrel and bush structure taught by Pierce in order to provide structural integrity. 

As per claim 26, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 24, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose the spherical profile being afforded on a surface of the rotation pivot and the 
bush having a straight profile. 

Pierce teaches the spherical profile is afforded on a surface of the rotation pivot 
(E4) (pagel , lines 73-73, see Fig. 6) and the bush (E2) has a straight profile (page 1 , 
lines 68-70, see Fig. 6). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the barrel and bush structure taught by Pierce in order to provide structural integrity. 

As per claim 28, Nagano and Dupoyet combination teaches all the structural 
elements of the claimed invention, as mentioned in claim 25, but doesn't explicitly 
disclose the spherical profile being exhibited on the surface of the seating of the bush 
and the pivot having a straight profile. 
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Pierce teaches the spherical profile is exhibited on the surface of the seating of 
the bush (E3) (page 1, lines 69-72; see Fig. 7) and the pivot (E4) has a straight profile 
(see Fig. 7). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano and Dupoyet to include 
the barrel and bush structure taught by Pierce in order to provide structural integrity. 
5. Claims 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nagano (5,288,278), in view of Dupoyet (4,265,134), as applied to claim 1 , further 
in view of Pierce (1,945,357), as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of 
Klaucke (2,277,915). 

As per claim 27, The Nagano, Dupoyet and Pierce combination teaches all the 
structural elements of the claimed invention, as applied to claim 24 above, but doesn't 
explicitly disclose the spherical profile being defined by an annular element associated 
to the rotation pivot and the bush having a straight profile. 

Klaucke teaches a twist chain with the concept of the spherical profile being 
defined by an annular element (19) associated to the rotation pivot (14) (page 2, lines 3- 
6) and the bush having a straight profile (see Fig. 3). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano, Dupoyet and Pierce to 
include the annular element taught by Klaucke in order to provide better connection 
between parts. 
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As per claim 29, The Nagano, Dupoyet and Pierce combination teaches all the 
structural elements of the claimed invention, as applied to claim 24 above, but doesn't 
explicitly disclose the spherical profile being defined by an annular element associated 
to the surface of the seating of the bush and the pivot having a straight profile. 

Klaucke teaches the spherical profile is defined by an annular element (19) 
associated to the surface of the seating of the bush (page 2, lines 3-5) and the pivot 
(14) has a straight profile (see Fig. 3). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of Nagano, Dupoyet and Pierce to 
include the annular element taught by Klaucke in order to provide better connection 
between parts. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/05/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants first argue that, "the spacer members of Dupoyet (4,265,134) cannot 
perform an anti-torsional function; the outer edge portions are positioned in the middle 
zone of the inner plates of the chain, they do not both contact together the adjacent 
external plates, but, when the rotation angle between the two adjacent internal and 
external plates exceeds a certain value, one of the two outer edge portions loses 
contact with the adjacent plate, so that any anti torsional effect is lost." The examiner 
notes that, amended claim 1 requires anti-rotation elements, interpositioned between 
the external and internal plates at respective ends, reducing possibility of torsional 
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rotation between links about a longitudinal alignment axis perpendicular to a main 
rotation axis. By virtue of the spacers (5) sticking out of the internal plates toward the 
external plates as seen in Fig. 13, the rotation between the internal (1) and external (9) 
plates will inherently be reduced about a longitudinal axis, as broadly defined. Note the 
pin axis can be considered the longitudinal axis. 

In response to applicants' argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the spacers always contact the internal plates and the anti-torsional effect is 
always performed) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicants next argue, "The outer edge portions of Dupoyet perform the function 
of facilitating the engagement of the teeth sprockets of the chain, thus, they cannot 
perform any anti-torsional function. The examiner repeats the reasoning above; the 
spacers come out of the internal plates toward the external plates, thus rotation 
between the internal and external plates will inherently be reduced at the points where 
the spacers contact the plates. 

In response to applicants' argument that Nagano does not disclose the spacers 
interposed between the end portions of the internal plates, as in amended claim 1, it is 
noted that Dupoyet reference is relied on for teaching the spacers. 

Applicants next argue, "Dupoyet does not teach the limitations in amended claim 
3, since Dupoyet does not disclose spacers interposed between the end portions of the 
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internal plates." It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., the spacers 
interposed between the end portions of the internal plates) are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Further, Dupoyet teaches a first pair of 
the spacers (5) interpositioned between the first external plate (9) and the first internal 
plate (1), and a second pair of the spacers (5) interpositioned between the second 
external plate (9) and the second internal plate (2), and wherein each of the first pair 
and the second pair of spacers is formed by two spacers arranged in proximity of edges 
of the respective first and second external plate and the first and second internal plate, 
in positions which are symmetrically opposite with respect to the longitudinal axis of the 
link (col.4, lines 35-38, see Fig. 13; since the spacers are offset to the common plane, it 
is construed that that they are arranged in proximity of edges of plates). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The reference Imse (3,093,235) teaches a conveyor chain with similar features. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NURI ALTUN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5807. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 - 5:00 with first Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on (571) 272 7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bradley T King/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3657 

NBA 



